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Core hardware failure shuts down network 

Equipment malfunction leads to multi-day outage of communication infrastructure 


Colten Sneed 

Editor-In-Chief 

A piece of equipment failure in the central 
network location on the TJC campus lead to a 
near-complete shutdown of access for TJC servers, 
websites and phone systems. 

Chief Information Officer, Dr. Larry Mendez, 
said that a core hardware failure lead to the massive 
shutdown. 

“That core networking piece of equipment 
basically had a hardware failure. That hardware 


college, two is out of the budget for the department 
at half of a million dollars. 

“If I had a half of a million dollar piece of 
equipment that I add as extra, not really doing a 
workload but there just in case, I kind of consider that 
to be an expense that we don’t need to absorb. We 
don’t need to pass that cost onto you guys [students] 
from a tuition perspective,” said Mendez. 

Mendez says there is much more to IT than 
hardware but also says the hardware portion of the 
IT department to be the highway. For minor failures, 
such as when a classroom network goes down, they 


“That core networking piece of equipment basically had a hardware failure, 
that hardware failure is something we’ve never experienced.” 


-Larry Mendez 
Chief Information Officer 


failure is something we’ve never experienced. I’ve 
been with the college since 1996 and we haven’t 
experienced that,” said Mendez. “When we think 
about it, in 1996 to current that’s basically when 
networks started to bloom and blossom. We’ve just 
never had catastrophic failure to where everything is 
down.” 

The piece of equipment that failed has a lifespan 
between eight and 15 years. The one that failed was 
about four years old. The initial shutdown started 
around 4:15 a.m. Mendez was informed on the 
situation at 7:30 a.m. 

Dr. Mendez said the only way to architect 
a solution for this specific problem comes down 
to money. You need to have two of them. For the 


can put in a new switch for and be back up in 20 
minutes. 

Most outages that occur are usually one-offs 
only relegated to a certain amount of users or to a 
software package. Those software packages include 
Canvas or Banner (Apache Access). 

“The redundancy built into that core has 
something called supervisor modules. Those 
supervisor modules really provide the connectivity to 
the rest of the equipment in the other closets,” said 


— see IT page 6 — 
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DOWN TO BUSINESS Members of the infrastructure team work on equipment 
after a core piece of equipment went down on Wednesday, September 13. 


TJC student remember after being shot to death 


Brianna Harmon 

Sports Editor 

A smile that lit up a room, a goofy personality that could make anyone laugh, a heart that 
cared for everyone and a master fisherman. These are just a couple of things that stood out 
most to 19-year old Cameron Taye Brooks close friends and family. 

Brooks was a Robert E. Lee graduated and after graduation he majored in Kinesiolgy at 
TJC. Brooks was on a intramural flag football team for TJC. 

On Sept. 21, around 1 a.m. police were called to a Longview apartment where Brooks 
was found shot to death. 

Later Dominique Shaquille Harvey, 22, of Longview was charged with murder in 
connection with the death of Brooks. 

Brooks was know to be the one to put a smile on your face. 

“He is really a peoples person,” said Kinesiology major Miguel Masenburge. “He is the 
type of person to make you laugh just to humor you. He doesn’t carry negativity, its only 
positive vibes with him.” 

Masenburge will cherish the time that Brooks taught him how to fish. The duo would 
always have a pole in hand. 


“We would always go bass fishing and cat fishing,” said Masenburge. “Every night we 
would sit out there and go fishing and talk.” 

Masenburge considers Brooks to have been one of his closest friends. 

“He was like my best friend, he was the first friend I made in Tyler,” said Masenburge. 
“We used to do everything together. I basically consider him one of my brothers.” 

Masenburge struggles moving forward without his bestfriend not being around. 

“It still doesn’t feel real,” said Masenburge. “I am kind of just waiting for him to pop up 
out of no where. I haven’t really accepted it yet because he was like a brother to me and I don’t 
just want to accept the fact that he is gone. I have been trying to stay strong for friends and 
family, it’s been tough.” 

Masenburge describes Brooks as a go-to person. 

“He is caring, if you need something he is the person you could rely on,” said Masenburge. 
“He is one of the rare people you would meet, he is a life changing person.” 

A celebration of life for Brooks, of Tyler will be held Thursday, September 28, 2017 
11:00 AM at St. Louis Baptist Church in Tyler. 

Brooks is survived by his mother Selena Robinson Scott, father, Nathan McCloud; 
grandparents Hazel Brooks Robinson and Deerdra Erwin McCloud, as well as many relatives 
and friends. 





ALL SMILES LEFT: Cam Brooks receives his 
diploma from Robert E. Lee High School on 
June 2, 2017. 


IN HONOR BELOW: Students joined together 
in the Ornelas Parking Lot for a balloon release 
in Cam’s memory. 


PURE JOY RIGHT: Cam was known for his 
infectious smile, outgoing personality and pure 
joy in which he lived life. 
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Column 



Chris Williams 

Managing Editor 

What to 
consider 
before you 
splurge your 
financial aid 


Financial aid is on the way and 
most of our worst spending habits will 
soon be on display. But unlike that 
rhyme, money is beneficial to our well 
being so it’s important to make a few 
considerations on what you want your 
finances to look the next semester or 
two, depending on the route that your 
degree takes you. 

Of course there is the simple 
route: pay off tuition, pay off that car 
note or get some books and supplies. 
But if that seems too hard for some or 
even many icnluding myself, here are 
some alternative and their concomitant 
results. 

Lets start off with what we need 
to survive: Mcdonalds. And who knew 
it was open 24/7? Oh yeah—everyone. 
So if you’re feeling the need to satisfy 
some late night cravings while you 
watch your financial aid deposit run 
dry, stock up on the mcdoubles and fish 
fillets. And also, don’t forget to calculate 
the amount of time that freshmen 15 
will have you in the gym. 

But wasting money on food might 
feel too moderate for some. Maybe 
you want to see it gone it a month 
or two. Well you’re in luck; the rule 
is everything’s bigger in Texas right? 
Shouldn’t that apply to parties? Just 
head on over to cowboys and spend 
“them” funds square dancing. In fact, 
just bring all your friends and pay for 
them to get in too. They’ll pay you back 
because they always do. 

Maybe that’s cutting it too close. 
We don’t want that financial aid to 
make it too far; I know some have 
already made arrangements to be living 
off saltines after the first two weeks. 
If you feel like I’m making strides in 
your direction then listen. Pick up your 
phone and get some nice Versace. You 
deserve it. You also deserve a quality 
education, but at least this way you 
will stand out from the 19 other people 
in the room that went and bought 
designer brands with their financial 
aid. And everyone loves a good looking 
dropout. 

I think we’ve covered the vast 
majority of those looking to splurge. 
But I know that there are at least a 
few who are not satisfied. If that’s you 
then you need to take that money and 
donate it to a hurricane harvey victim. 
I know it’s not for you in this scenario, 
but hey you were gonna waste it right? 
This way you won’t have to worry about 
the resulting guilt and it would go 
towards a good cause. 

So feel free to take any of 
the aforementioned advice. It was 
obviously given with a sense of levity, 
but if you feel the urge to splurge then 
by all means go ahead. 

And of course I’m not implying 
that any of us are impervious to 
imprudent spending. I wrote this on 
an overpriced laptop next to a Payday 
bar, both of which I obviously didn’t 
need, but if you want to be successful 
in college and subsequently in life, then 
good spending habits need to start 
somewhere. And that means cutting 
back on what you spend for you and 
your friends alike, even if you are just 
paying your latte forwards, backwards 
or sideways. 
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Cartoon by Willie Sims 


Editorial 


Ignorance is bliss? Yeah right.... 


College is a time for self-exploration. Self-exploration includes 
discovering your likes, your dislikes, creating lasting friendships, and, for 
some, experimenting with your sexuality. Some students will be engaging 
in sexual activity for the first time while others may strive to be involved 
with many different partners. According to the CDC (Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention), 15-24 year-olds account for Va of the sexually 
active American population. 

I believe that TV plays a huge role in the demo of Va of sexually active 
population being 15-24 year-olds because sex is literally everywhere. 
Advertisers use sex to sell a great deal of products cars to medicine to 
domain registrars. People having casual hook-ups is a normal aspect of tv 
shows now-a-days. Back in the day I remember watching tv shows such 
as Leave it to Beaver and I Love Lucy that rarely showed spouses kiss on 
the mouth and showed married couples sleeping in separate twin beds ( 
hey, don’t judge me, I spent a lot of quality time with my grandparents). 
It’s as if you can’t escape sex, it’s everywhere. 

You would think that since our population is continuously exposed 


to sex and sexual innuendos we’d have a sex-education class early on 
and continue through high school to make sure our youth are properly 
prepared and aware of the consequences their actions may have. But no, 
it’s the complete opposite. 

During 2015-2016, according to a study released by the Texas 
Freedom Network, more than 83% of Texas school districts taught 
abstinence only or no sex-ed at all. 

The phrase ‘Ignorance is bliss.’ can’t be applied to sex education. The 
lack of education has made a great impact on the health of students aged 
15-24, that demographic has some of the highest STD/HIV rates. 

A report from CDC says that gonorrhea, chlamydia, and syphilis 


see IGNORANCE^ 6 — 


A back-and-forth between #standforouranthem and #takeaknee 


Growing up in a small town 
in Texas, like most of us, I was 
raised on “Yes ma’am” and “No 
ma’am.” And “Yes sir” and “No sir.” 
I consider myself a true southern 
gentleman. 

I also grew up respecting 
our military and being an overall 
proud American. Don’t get me 
wrong, I am proud to be an 
American and believe without a 
doubt this is the best country to 
live in. Despite what you might 
think, you have more freedoms in 
this country than most do around 
the world. But this country is far 
from perfect. Starting with our 


president, well, we know that 
story, and it’s not good. And this is 
coming from a conservative. 

Whatever you may think of 
our president is your opinion and 
you shouldn’t be judged for your 
opinion. It’s the same way all the 
around. You should not judge 
someone for their opinions and 
beliefs either. 

President Trump caught 
headlines, like he always does, 
when he said “Wouldn’t you love 
to see one of these NFL owners, 
when somebody disrespects our 
flag, to say, ‘Get that son of a bitch 
off the field right now. Out! He’s 


fired. He’s fired!”’ at an Alabama 
rally. 

Trump was referring to 
former quarterback for the San 
Francisco 49ers, Colin Kaepernick 
who began protesting the 
National Anthem last season. Not 
protesting the National Anthem 
per-say, Kaepernick was protesting 
police brutality against African 
Americans, he used the National 
Anthem as his way to 


see PROTEST page 6 



Colten Sneed 

Editor-In-Chief 


What in the world happened to Venezuela? 



Andres Jaimes 

Hispanic Student Organiation 


In my 20 years of life I’ve seen my home country of 
Venezuela go from one of the richest countries of South 
America to one of the poorest and corrupted countries 
in the world. 

Venezuela was known for being a beautiful, petroleum 
based country when I was born in the late 90’s. Rich in 
many ways, Venezuela was the home for over 30 million 
citizens, with a strong currency, major natural resources, 
great tourism and wonderful atmosphere. However, in 
the last couple of years, this has changed. 

Venezuela in the last five years has gone downhill 
in everything that made it unique and special. The lack 
of food, security, resources, companies, and tourism have 
change Venezuela in a major way. 


When my parents go to the store to get groceries 
they have to stand in fine for almost three hours to get 
almost nothing. Basic products like toiletries, milk, 
snacks, meat, etc. are in extreme shortage and to get them 
you have to be lucky to find it in the store or buy at almost 
triple the cost from someone you know. 

Security has neverbeengreat,but it gotworse than ever, 
our police offers rob from the citizens they’re supposed to 
be protect, just because they’re salaries are not enough and 


— see VENEZUELA page 6 — 
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World-famous Apache Belles celebrate 70 years 


Belles keep adding to the reputation they have already gained 


Anna Graves 

News Editor 


The Apache Belles are celebrating 
seventy years of glitz, glamour and school 
spirit. Since 1947 the the rich and diverse 
history of the belles remains a legacy. They 
have performed for super bowls, presidents, 
military troops, parades and have traveled 


a genuine prayer and devotional time before 
each practice. 

Director of the Apache Belles, Jasilyn 
Schaefer describes the girls as “hard working, 
diligent and intelligent. They pay attention 
to detail, respectful, loyal, love tradition and 
just has an incredible amount of respect for 
the ladies that have gone before her in this 
organization.” 

As a former Apache Belle herself, 


“We have to step up our game in training and conditioning and 
making sure our athletes stay strong.” 

-Jasilyn Schaefer 
Director of the Apache Belles 


across the United States, and the world. 

Before the Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders 
were formed, the Apache Belles were the 
performers affiliated with the franchise and 
appeared on national television many times 
throughout the year. 

Moving back to the present, the Belles 
continue to put on stunning shows. They 
train hard for long hours each day and have 


Schaefer explains how training and 
expectations have changed for the Belles in 
the past several years. 

“I think with the popularity of dance 
shows on TV, the level of technical ability 
and acrobatic ability has risen dramatically. 
These girls have to be able to throw aerials, 
do triple pirouettes into turning disk and 
land in the splits. I think when we were here 



Photo by Anna Graves 


PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Sophomore Dance Captain, Gracie Anderson, and the 
Apache Belles practice at Pat Hartley with the Apache Band in preparation for their halftime 
performace. 



ecutrve vice president of the Strut- 
ters, "The Belles and Band are 
the most colorful unit of that type 
that We have ever seen,” 

About 35 bands representing 
many East Texas schools are ex¬ 
pected to march in the parade. 
They will foe spaced between rose- 
covered floats carrying festival 

a ilty as they march down the 
ids route and into the review- 
stand at Rose Stadium, A mil¬ 
itary guard will accompany the 
Queen's float. 

Nine of their 10 years as an or¬ 
ganization the Belle-Band unit 
has led the parade. Leader of thd 
Belles this year is Jackie Martin 
of Carlisle. Leader of the band is 
Kay Phillips Of Tyler. 


also take part in the parade. 

The parade, the biggest single at¬ 
traction of the festival, was view¬ 
ed by approximately 150,000 spec¬ 
tators last year, and that many or 

Wvaf offi^aif C saM* h The^parSa 
draws people from almost every 

It will begin at 10 a.m. on West 
Front and South Palace. The vart- 


Photo by Colten Sneed 


PRESIDENTIAL GUESTS A news archive from the Oct. 7th issue of the TJC Pow Wow. The 
article talks about the 1957 Rose Parage that featured the Band and Belles, as well as two 
future presidents of the United States of America. Ronald Reagan, then actor and then Senate 
Majority Leader Lyndon Johnson were in the parade. Johnson became president six years 
later after the assassination of President Kennedy. 


it was required that we be able to hit our hat 
when we kicked, do the splits and maybe do 
a toe touch. The physical demand on them is 
much more rigorous... We have to step up 
our game in training and conditioning and 
making sure our athletes stay strong.” 

The same day of their first home game 
performance of the year, the Belles hosted 
a Belle Babes workshop as a fundraiser for 
their travel travel account. 

On behalf of TJC and in celebration of 
their anniversary, they plan to travel to Costa 
Rica. The trip will be for outreach purposes 


as well as the opportunity for the girls to 
perform at a national soccer game and local 
schools. 

Along with their travel plans, Both 
the Belles and Band, sharing the same 
anniversary, will be joining together for a 
champaign reception in conjunction with 
the alumni awards dinner on the Friday prior 
to homecoming. 

The Apache Belles continue to stay 
strong after seventy years of memorable 
performances proving they were, and still are 
the elite. 


A&M to host Apaches for “Aggie for a day” 



Courtesy Photo 


WELCOME TO AGGIELAND The famous water tower in College Station on the campus 
of Texas A&M University. The university will be hosting a number of TJC students 
interested in attending A&M after their time at TJC. 


Colten Sneed 

Editor-In-Chief 

Texas A&M University and Tyler 
Junior College have come together to send 
Apaches to College Station to tour the 
campus of A&M. 

On Oct. 6, A&M will send a charter 
bus to Tyler and bring the students down 
for a college visit. 

“The recruiter for transfers that comes 


to the TJC area approached us about 
allowing students to go visit Texas A&M. 
They would come pick them up on a 
charter bus, take them to A&M for the day 
and them bring them back. So they named 
it “TJC Aggie for a day,” said Director of 
Academic Advising, Jan Adams. 


— see AGGIE page 6 — 


Arrest made in shot fired incident on campus 


Brianna Harmon 

Sports Editor 

In a previous article the Drumbeat 
reported that there were alleged gun shot fired 
at a unofficial block party held by students on 
Sept. 18 at Crossroads Halls. 

The block party was promoted on social 
media by students. 

Staff writer Isaiah Thornton and 
Crossroads resident was at the block party 
when the shot rang out. 

Campus officials were investigating the 


incident as a single “loud bang.” And at the 
time no injuries have been reported or arrests 
made. 

As of Sept. 25 TJC Campus Police 
confirms our previous reports and have arrested 
Malcolm Love, a current student at TJC. 

Love has been charged with charged with 
Aggravated Assault, a Second Degree Felony, 
and Possession of a Controlled Substance, a 
Class A Misdemeanor. His bond was set at 
$500,000 by Judge Carol Clark. 


— see ARREST page 6 — 
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SHOT FIRED SUSPECT TJC student, Malcolm Love, was arrested on Tuesday, 
September 26. Love is charged with Aggrevated Assault and possesion of a controlled 
substance. Love’s bond is set to $500,000. 
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Contact The DrumBeat Sports Editor Brianna 
Harmon with questions, comments or concerns 
at bharmon9@email.tjc.edu. 
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Lady Apache Volleyball team searches for consistancy 


Team hopes to turn the season around and get past the .5oo mark 


Luke Hamilton 

Staff Writer 


A 4-4 start to the season leaves Tyler Junior College 
fans wondering what the 2017 season may hold for Apache 
Volleyball. 

Third year head coach Brandi Hood has a calming attitude 
towards the average start. 

Describing the early losses she said “In some of those 
losses we got better and some of 

them we just looked silly” but then went on to say that 
“taking losses early in the season 

is okay, I’d rather take them now than take them later”. 

ALL READY Last year’s Sophomore Lisa Casimie, and the 
rest of the Lady Apaches prepare for the upcoming play. 


Coach Hood saw the Hutchinson 

Tournament as a chance to “up the intensity”. 
Coach Hood describes herself as a “high 
demanding” coach. Appropriate for a high 

demanding program. The Apaches were 
looking to use the Hutchinson tournament Sept. 
22-23 to boost themselves out of their .500 record. 

TJC started off well with a sweep against 
Odessa College. Going into the final game of 

the first day they looked to match their season 
high of two wins in a row. This was not to be as 
they fell to New Mexico Military Institute by 
a score of 3-1. 

Day two started well also with a 3-0 win over 
Jefferson College. With a chance to finish 

the tournament over .500 the Apaches lost to 
Mineral Area College 3-1. This put TJC as a 6-6 
overall team. 




SET ‘EM UP Then freshman, Rachel Reeve sets up her teamates in 
a game last year for the Lady Apaches. The Lady Apaches ended the 
season last year with a 21 -15 record. Last year’s team returns 10 players 
for the season. 


With the Apaches staying a .500 club, returning to the 
friendly confines seemed to be no 

different. TJC had a 3-3 home record coming out of the 
Hutchinson Tournament. With Panola 

coming to town on Sept. 27 there was no lack of motivation 


— see VOLLEYBALL page 6 — 



Move to the head of the class 


GET A TUTOR 


McPick 


Score a deal on 
your favorites 

Quarter Pounder' w/ Cheese, 
Big Mac®, Filet-O-Fish®, 
or lOpc Chicken McNuggets® 


For questions or to schedule 
an appointment, 
call 903-510-2577 

TJC.edu/tutoring 


App Store 

















































VOLLEYBALL 

- continued from page 4- 


for the Apaches. 

Coach Hood says this year should be a big 
difference compared to last year with this 

matchup. With the team getting better 
each day in Coach Hood s opinion the early 
season home 

game looked good for the Apaches. The 
expectations seem to be higher this year. 

Coach Hood described some of the 
younger players last year as being “a little 
scared” of 

the big matchup but this year the team 
has an improved mindset. “Every conference 
game 

matters” says Coach Hood which is why 
TJC fans piled into to Wagstaff Gymnasium 
for the in 

state rivalry. 

TJC has an “all hands on deck” style team 


this year. Coach Hood says there isn’t that one 

player having to step up and carry the 
team on a nighdy basis. 

Everyone on the court is a contributor 
this year. 

The team has a good depth chart on the 
bench as well. Coach Hood says she likes this 
style of play. She likes that they [the team] are 
playing well as a “unit” as she describes it. 

Wednesday night had big implications for 
what type of team TJC can be this year. Panola 
entered the matchup with an 11-2 record 
which gave TJC a chance to pull off an early 
conference upset. 

Due to the timing of the release of the 
paper we do not have the results of the game. 
You can go to the Apache Athletics website 
for more information about TJC Volleyball at 
www.apacheathletics.com. 



Photo by Isaiah Thorntonw 

PAT PRACTICE The field goal personnel practice on the field before the game against Texas 
A&T on Sunday, Sept. 3. 


Coach Palmer on what the second 
game and what it meant for both 
teams involved 


Colten Sneed 
Isaiah Thornton 


Once Hurricane Harvey hit and became the 
most destructive hurricane to hit the Gulf 
Coast of Texas, those affected looked for signs 
of hope. 

Those affected look for anything they could use 
to take their minds away from their suffereing. 
Like always, sports seemed to do just the trick. 
TJC was supposed to host Texas A&T 
on Thursday, August 31 at Rose Stadium. 
However, due the destruction of Hurricane 
Harvey, the schools agreed to move the game 
to Sunday, Sept, 3 and make it a day game that 
started at 1 p.m. 


“Were really thankful for the people in 
Houston and the people at A&T Academy for 
making this trip,” said Head Football Coach, 
Danny Palmer. “All of their players were here 
and they were together by that Wednesday, 
and I congratulate them on doing a real fine 
effort in getting here.” 

TJC would go on to beat Texas A&T 56-0 and 
make their record 2-0 at that time. 

Since then, the Apache Football team 
has picked up wins against Northeastern 
Oklahoma A&M and Cisco College. The 
Apaches are ranked fourth in the nation as of 
Sept. 26 only behind East Mississippi, Arizona 
Western, and Holmes (MS). 

TJC visits Blinn College on Saturday, Sept. 30. 
That game will kick-off at 7 p.m. 


“We’re really thankful for the people in Houston and at A&T 
Academy for making this trip.” 

-Danny Palmer 
Head Football Coach 
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Apache Scoreboard ' 

* 

Football 


TJC 

34 

@NEOAM 

Sept. 16 2017 

28 

TJC 

61 

Cisco 

Sept. 23,2017 

33 

Volleyball 


TJC 

1 

Jefferson College 

Sept. 23,2017 

3 

TJC 

1 

Mineral Area College 

Sept. 23,2017 

3 

Mens Soccer 


TJC 

4 

@San Jacinto College-South 

Sept. 22,2017 

3 

TJC 

3 

@ Angelina College 

Sept. 23,2017 

0 

TJC 

1 

Richland College 

Sept. 26,2017 

2 

Women’s Soccer 


TJC 

5 

Paris Junior College 

Sept. 16,2017 

0 

TIC 

Monroe College 

5 

1 

Sept. 21,2017 


TJC 

Jones County Junior College Cancelled 

Sept. 23,2017 


For more information on scheduling, games 

go to: apaeheatliletics.com 

or teams 


Win a $25 VISA Gift Card 

The Drumbeat Student Reader Contest 


Name:_ 

Major:_ 

Classification: 
Email:_ 


Phone: 



TRADITIONS The Apache football team runs onto the field before the game against Texas A&T 
on Sept, 3, 2017 with American flags in hand, led by sophomore linebacker Marquez Byrd (40). 











































VENEZUELA 



- continued from page 2 

therefore they are inspiring to be corrupt, 
the gangs will take people’s life for the cheapest 
objects, like plastic rings, or old phones, even 
an empty wallet. 

The airlines are stopping their flights. 
Two years ago, on a good day there were ten 
international flights a day. Now there are only 
two a day. 

* Thanks to all this, citizens started 
protesting, against the government, and the 
government responded by sending the military 
troops and shooting gas booms to their own 
citizens. The protest didn’t only take peoples 
life’s but also showed me that the corruption 


AGGIE 

- contin ued from page 3 

The bus will arrive from College Station 
around 7:30 a.m., then take the students for 
their trip. 

There are some requirements to apply for 
the trip. 

“The students have to already have at least 
24 credit hours. They need to have a 2.5 GPA 
and have to be either a citizen or a permanent 
resident. 

This event is specifically for TJC students. 

“I don’t have the full agenda, but they are 
going to tour them around, they are going to 
take them to specific schools on the campus 
and also take them to admissions. Really talk 
to them about going to Texas A&M,” said 
Adams. 

The target students A&M is looking for 

PROTEST 

- continued from page 2 

bring the subject to light. Now, fast 
forward to this new NFL season. Kaepernick 
is without a job, Trump took over in office 
for Obama and players are still taking a knee 
during the National Anthem. 

A number of players are taking a knee, 
this past week in the NFL, (week three, 
which happens to be just days after Trump’s 
comments about players taking a knee) whole 
teams took knees in protest. Then you had 
moments like Pittsburgh Steelers’ offensive 
tackle, Alejandro Villanueva. Villanueva is a 
former Army Ranger who had multiple tours 
in Afghanistan. He was the only player for the 
Steelers who showed for the National Anthem. 

On the other hand, multiple teams 
protested the anthem. Then, there are the 
Dallas Cowboys. 

As a Cowboy’s fan, I believe they went 
about it the best way possible. Before the 
National Anthem, they kneeled in unity and 
prayer. For the National Anthem, they stood. 


will not stop anytime soon. 

Thankfully my family has been safe, but 
every day I fear about them because anything 
can happen at the most random time. My sister 
will finally be leaving the country in January, 
and will start a new life, just like millions of 
other have done, including myself. 

I will never forget the beautiful country I 
was raised in, but while I’m here following my 
dreams in America, I will always ask myself, 
what happened to Venezuela? And will I ever 
be able to come back to what I once called 
home? 


in this event are ones who have never been to 
Texas A&M. 

“If someone has already applied, been 
accepted and been there several times, it is 
really not targeted to them,” said Adams. 

The maximum number of students that 
can go is 40 and the recruiter will let Adams 
know when the list is full. 

“The recruiter is going to send me the list 
of students for me to verify their GPA, their 
hours and their citizen status. Then they will 
be approved to go,” said Adams. 

This is the first time that both schools 
have agreed to host this kind of event. The 
URL to sign up for the ’’Aggie for a day” event 
is tx.ag/TJCAggie. 


Arms locked together in unity. 

That is what this should be about. Not the 
fact someone is kneeing to diserespect the flag 
or our military, which was never Kaepernick’s 
intent. He protested to try and unite. 

Once President Trump made the 
comments about the ‘SOB’s’ protesting, to 
most he divided once again. But the way I see 
it, he might have united for just a small bit of 
time. The number of players who knelt, and 
the fans as well who supported the protest was 
astronomical. 

Of course, there are those people who 
believe that kneeling for the National Anthem 
is the wrong way to go about it and belive that 
it is disrespecting the flag and the military. If 
that is your opinion, I can definitly see why. 

All I know is, this country is on a crash 
course for somewhere bad, and if we can not 
throw our differences aside, it will only get 
worse from here. So listen to those who believe 
different from you and try to understand them. 


- continued from page 1 - 

Mendez. “We have two of those and that 
is our redundancy built into that. Usually if 
you have a supervisor module die you don’t 
have a second one die. We had both of them 
die.” 

The support for that piece of equipment 
is not just a standby on a shelf. It is an 
improved support contract. The company 
that TJC works with for that equipment 
guarantees a full-hour, on site, hero kits. 
Meaning they bring equipment and people 
to take care of it. 

Another partner of the college was 
already on campus when more help arrived. 

“Once the first module got here, it took 
about three hours. So around 11:30 a.m. the 
first one showed up. We plugged it in and it 
started showing us a few errors. The second 
one arrived about an hour after that. So 
around 1:30 p.m. we plugged that one in and 
it was dead on arrival. Which basically means 
we had to reset the counter,” said Mendez. 
“So another four hours later, around 8 o’clock 
that evening we got the second module. We 
got it in place, brought it up and tested it. 
Things seemed okay, logs were kind of funny 
though.” 

The re-booting process began early 
Thursday morning. At that time, Mendez 
and the rest of the IT department began 
replacing the whole module case. Inside that 
case, stood the problem that started it all. 


“If you have ever opened up a computer, 
the back of that case, these cards slide into 
and it provides that connectivity. So that 
goes the full length of the chassis itself. That’s 
actually what was causing trouble,” said 
Mendez. “They sent two more supervisor 
modules and a new chassis. That’s what we 
worked on Thursday night. 

The team was ready to take care of that 
problem around 2 p.m., but Mendez had a 
problem with the work starting then. 

“My problem was from my perspective, I 
can’t have students continuing not to be able 
to get to class or do things so about every 
four hours it would re-boot on its own but it 
would come back up in about five minutes. 
So I told everyone as long as it comes back 
up, we’re just holding tight until classes are 
done,” said Mendez. 

Classes that night ended a little before 
10 p.m., that is when the crew got to work 
on the equipment and replacing parts. The 


physical replacement took about five hours. 
The testing took a few more additional hours 
to complete. 

TJC is in year three of a five-year plan 
that will move all of the hosting equipment 
off-campus. 

“You noticed the website stayed up and 
running; that was phase one [of the plan]. 
Year one was to get our website disconnected 
from here, not only hosted somewhere else 
but backed up and generally managed. We 
deal with the content, not necessarily the IT 
component of that,” said Mendez. 

Canvas, the learning management 
system is also hosted off-site. The problem 
began after Canvas was pulled up. 
Authentication is required by Canvas to 
be able to log in. To do so, a username and 
password is required. The authentication 
is hosted on-site, which was unable to 
be performed due to the network outage. 
That is what year three is for, to move the 
authentication pieces off-campus. 

“We just recently updated the portal, 
part of that upgrade of the portal was 
to provide true, single sign on. So if you 
clicked on Canvas, you are not prompted 
with another username and password,” said 
Mendez. “As we continue to help things 
so that you would have one username, one 
password, it creates a lot of complexity on 
how that works.” 


After the ordeal was over, the team 
went over logs to see if there were any early 
signs and nothing was found. That piece of 
equipment has been sent off to the company 
that manufactured it for an equipment 
failure analysis. 

“They will get all the way down to the 
circuitry. It will probably take 60-90 days 
before we get a response to that. We always 
want to find root cause, and if we don’t find 
root cause we didn’t fix the problem... we 
have to know for sure what happened,” said 
Mendez. “If we can find out why it happened 
and if we can mitigate that from happening 
in the future.” 

The rumor spread around that a 
$300,000 piece of equipment was dropped 
was denied by Mendez. He clarified to say 
the core that shutdown'costs at least a of 
minimum $300,000. A team of eight people 
altogether worked on those days to fix the 
problem and get the network back up. 


“We always want to find root cause, and if we don’t find root 
cause we didn’t fix the problem... we have to know for sure what 
happened..” 

-Larry Mendez 
Chief Information Officer 
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IGNORANCE 

- continued from page 2 — 

affect young people at a significant rate. 
Most people don’t have any symptoms with 
these STDs. They can go undetected for years 
until they reach the last stages. Those can be 
cured with antibiotics and penicillin, though a 
few strains of gonorrhea can’t be cured. If left 
untreated there may be lasting effects. 

It’s extremely important to practice safe 
sex. The only way you can protect yourself 
from gonorrhea, chlamydia, and syphilis is 
by faithfully wearing condoms every time 

ARREST 

- continued from page 1 - 

At the time of the incident no emergency 
campus alert was sent out. 

TJC Campus Police and the Tyler Police 
Department are continuing to investigate the 


you engage in a sexual activity whether it 
be intercourse, oral, or anal. The only other 
method, known to man, that will protect you 
from all STDs is being completely abstinent. 
For Texas and many other states that course of 
action obviously hasn’t worked. 

Physicians suggest getting tested at 
least once a year. The clinic on TJC campus 
doesn’t offer STD screenings but UT Health 
Northeast hosts STD screenings for $50. You 
can call them at: 903-877-7200. 


crime. 

Anyone with information about the 
incident is asked to contact TJC Campus 
Police at 903-510-2258. 


Construction on Potter leaves 
bad odor in classrooms 


Quanae Miller 

Student Life Editor 

On Sept. 11th and 12th of 2017 an awful 
smell infiltrated Potter Hall. 

No one knew where the smell was 
coming from or what the smell was. The first 


TJC student, said, “After awhile it (the smell) 
kind of got annoying.” Starkey thought that 
the fumes would be gone by the second day. 

The morning of the 12th the smell was 
gone but in the afternoon it permeated the 
building once again. I worked in Disability 
Services midday and had to leave work 


“My number one priority is to not disrupt anyone as they go about 
their business.” 

-Mark Gartman 
Director of Facilities and Construction 


day classes and business went on per usual but 
on the 12th some classes were cancelled. 

The smell got so bad the second day that 
people opened the doors at the ends of the 
hallways in the buildings. Zelena Jones, TJC 
student, said, “That the smell around the halls 
was terrible.”The smell was so heavy it seeped 
into her clothing and she walked around 
the whole day with the smell in her clothes. 
She said perfume did not help the smell. The 
fumes gave her a headache throughout the 
day even after she left the building. And her 
class got cancelled for the day. Dylan Starkey, 


because the fumes were making me light¬ 
headed and nauseous. 

Mark Gartman, Director of Facilities 
and Construction, said they were replacing 
a couple of roofs. One of the roofs leaked 
and caused stains over the corridors. The 
construction workers used an adhesive to put 
the new roof on Potter. 

Gartman said that he has learned a 
great deal from this construction project and 

— see POTTER page 7 — 





































CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


TJC Volleyball vs. Panola College 

7 Pm 
Tyler, Tx 

Women’s Soccer Vs. Navarro College 

7 PM 
Tyler, Tx 

Phi Thetta Kappa Keep TJC Beautiful Clean Up 

12 PM 
Tyler, Tx 

TJC Volleyball vs. Monroe College 

6 Pm 
Tyler, Tx 

TJC Volleyball vs. Hutchinson CC 

12 Pm 
Tyler, Tx 

TJC Softball © Stephen F Austin Univ. 

3 PM 

Nacogdoches, Tx 

TJC Volleyball vs. Blinn College 

4 Pm 
Tyler, Tx 

Men’s Tennis 

TJC Volleyball vs. Indian Hills CC 

11 Am 
Tyler, Tx 

TJC Softball 

TBA 

The Brook Hill School Bullard, Tx 


Men’s Soccer Vs. Broward College 

1 PM 
Tyler, Tx 

TJC Football © Blinn College 

1 PM 

Brenham,Tx 

TJC Volleyball vs. Seward County CC 

3 Pm 
Tyler, Tx 

Men’s Tennis 

TBA 
Tyler, Tx 

Women’s Tennis 

TBA 
Tyler, Tx 

TJC Softball © East Texas Baptist Univ. 

2 PM 

Marshall, Tx 

Women’s Soccer Vs. Navarro College 

2 PM 
Tyler, Tx 

Apache Chief Interest Meeting 

6:30 PM 

Rogers Student Center 

Women’s Soccer Vs. Navarro College 

7 PM 
Tyler, Tx 


Student Senate General Assembly 

4 Pm-5 Pm 
Jenkins Hall 1109 

TJC Softball ©Texas A&M Commerce 

4 PM 

Commerce, Tx 

Men’s Soccer Vs. Laredo CC 

7 PM 
Tyler, Tx 

Women’s Tennis 

TBA 

Waco, Tx 

Fall Family Weekend Tailgate 

8 Am-12:30 Pm 

TJC Football Vs. Navarro College 

1 PM 

Rose Stadium, Tyler, Tx 

Men’s Soccer Vs. Coastal Blend College 

7 PM 
Tyler ,Tx 

Women’s Tennis 

TBA 

Waco, Tx 

Women’s Tennis 

TBA 

Waco, Tx 


Phi Theta Kappa Adopt a Highway 

5 PM 

Meet at Roger Student Center Steps 

Women’s Soccer Vs. Angelina Colege 

5 PM 
Tyler ,Tx 

Men’s Soccer Vs. Angelina Colege 

7 PM 
Tyler ,Tx 

TJC Volleyball © Trinity Valley CC 

7 Pm 

Athens, Tx 

Men’s Tennis 

TBA 
Tyler, Tx 

Women’s Soccer © Northeast Texas Community 

2 PM 

MT. Pleasant Tx 

Men’s Soccer © Northeast Texas Community 

4 PM 

MT. Pleasant Tx 

TJC Volleyball vs. Indian Hills CC 

7 Pm 

West Plains, MO 


POTTER 

- continued from page 6- 


plans on putting them into play’ on his 
next project. He stated, “I have to do the work 
at some point in time to maintain this campus.” 

The main reason the smell was able to 
permeate the building was because there is an 
outside air intake in a close vicinity to Potter. 
An air intake is ‘make-up air’ which is real air 
added to an air handler, machine used to move 
air, that gets rid of the carbon dioxide produced 
by the people in the building that are breathing 
the inside air. Gartman said that they closed 


off the air intake but it wasn’t closed off well 
enough. He said he learned that he should 
have taped the air intake off with plastic too. 

Gartman and his construction crew ended 
up shutting the project down and finished it on 
that Saturday and Sunday. Gartman said, “My 
number one priority is to not disrupt anyone 
as they go about their business. At some point 
in time things get away from you, it does in 
all activities. People crash cars, people crash 
planes, and smells get inside buildings.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Rusk TJC Citizens Promise program announces fifth 
group of scholars 

The fifth group of Rusk High School seniors is preparing 
to join the Tyler Junior College freshman class of 2018. 
The program started in 2014 and continues to bring in 
future Apaches. 



Photo by Willie Sims 


HARD AT WORK ABOVE: Workers continue to make upgrade to Potter Hall. BELOW: Work¬ 
ers upgarde the top portion of Potter Hall. The last time renovatoins were made to Potter was 
when the elevator was installed in 2012. 



Photo by Willie Sims 


TJC Science center fall shows to focus on STEM 

The science of motion and STEM education are the focus 
of a new dome show, exhibit and upcoming science night 
at the Center for Earth Sc Space Science Education 

Tyler Junior College observes Founders Day 

The annual event celebrated the day the institution 
was founded - Sept. 17,1926 - and serves as a time to 
remember the TJC employees and board members who 
passed away in the last year. 



jam 

1. Lanyards must be worn around the neck 
while on campus, and Hr III card must be 
dearly risible al al times, unless H should be 
removed for safety reasons or an ainroued ADj 
variance. 


3. No one will be aimed into class without wearing 
Ms or her IDilanyard. 

4. Students who do not have their ID/Lanyards may pick 
up a Day Pass at the Campus Safety Office, Campus 
Safety Substation located at the Rogers Student 

Center orfrom a TJC Ambassador. The first Day Pass each 
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Contact The DrumBeat Student Life Editor 
Quanae Miller with questions, comments or 
concerns at qmiller2@email.tjc.edu. 
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Get involved, try something new on campus 


Intramural sports gives students the opportunity to get active and be competitive 



Photo by Isaiah Thornton 


7 ON 7 FOOTBALL Sophomore Kianta Simpkins is warming up for a intramural flag football game. These are played at 5:30 on Wednesday evenings. There is a full tournament in progress with 
an award for the winning team. 


Quanae Miller 

Student Life Editor 

Classes are over and all of your friends are studying and 
you’re left staring at the ceiling in your room, wondering how to 
entertain yourself. If you are this person or if you’re just looking 
for a fun way to get to know more people you may consider 
getting involved in an intramural sport. 

On September 24th you can sign up for racquetball and 
on September 25th you can sign up for volleyball. Students 
will have 2 weeks to sign up for either of these sports. The 
organization holds a promo day every Tuesday or Wednesday 


11 A.M.- 1 P.M. in front of Jenkins or Genecov where they 
bring their sign-up sheets and let students know what’s going 
on that week. 

Intramural sports are for students, staff, and faculty 
members who have a valid TJC ID and would like to get 
involved in a team building activity. Christine Ragona, Rec 
Sports Coordinator, said, “They are here to help get students 
involved.” You don’t have to have any prior athletic experience 
nor do you have to be an athlete to participate in intramural 
sports. 

If you want to participate in intramural sports but don’t 
have a friend or a particular team you want to join, you can still 
sign-up for a sport. You will become a “free agent” and they’ll 


put you on a team. They have men and women only teams and 
co-ed teams you can play on. 

Brandon Griffin, captain of 5 Peat, said, “Give it a try, a 
lot of people build friendships out here (on the field).” 5 Peat is 
one of the flag football teams that are competing for a trip to 
NIRSA (National Intramural-Recreational Sports association). 
This year NIRA is held at University of Texas at Dallas, Ragona 
plans on taking the champions of flag football there to compete 
in the regional for NIRSA. 

Griffin said, “We’re bringing students together.” Life is 
full of stress, discrimination, and out-right mean people but 
intramural sports in an avenue students can take that helps 
relieve stress while creating a community where everyone is 


The Ambassadors are here and they are working hard 


Chris Williams 

Managing Editor 

A new student organization has just been 
formed on campus and it is called the ambassadors. 
Its goal is to reinvent the way that TJC introduces 
itself to new students and families. 

“All of our tours have been handled through 
the admissions office in the past. We saw an 
opportunity to improve. We thought of no better 
way to do that than to create a student organization 
solely dedicated to giving campus tours,” said 
Murphy Turner, advisor for the ambassadors and 
coordinator for new student programs. 

Comprised of only current TJC students and 
possessing a sole dedication to campus tours, TJC 
hopes the ambassadors will be able to give visitors 
the most clear and concise message possible. 

“These folks aren’t office workers that 
also give campus tours. They are campus tour 
guides,” said Murphy. 

Murphy is looking forward to working with 
new students as both an observer and teacher: “My 
expertise is in orientation. I love working with 
students. I have that passion that is driving me. It 
is something brand new so I’ve done a lot research, 
checked out a lot of other institutions, saw what I 
liked and what I didn’t like and I brought a little 
bit from here and there.” 

When asked what the day to day routine of 
ambassadors would look like Murphy made it 
simple: “moving forward there daily task will be 
[to] show up dressed, give a great tour, write some 
correspondents, mail them to them (visitors) and 
that will be the end of that.” 

Murphy has hopes that the group could 
become self sufficient by the end of the school 
year, allowing students to attain perspective on 
what it is like to run a department: “Ideally once 


the spring semester [starts] the organization will 
be kind of self sustained and take care of itself,” 
Murphy said. “ They’ll recruit their own members 
and they’ll train their own members and they’ll do 
a great job,” he added. 

Currently the organization is made up of 13 
members, but it could be looking to expand in 
the near future, “I would love for some leadership 
opportunities to become available within the 
organization so some of our current members 
could take a lead role,” Murphy said. 

Although, Murphy said that regardless of 
who is in charge of running the organization, he 
still plans to keep a close eye to ensure that the 
ambassadors stay on pace with his high standards. 

When asked how the organization would 
benefit the students involved Murphy said, 
“Benefits range. Currently the members are 
getting paid by the hour for the time that they’ve 
worked in the office.” He went further adding that 
“ it’s an involvement opportunity to say that you 
did something for your college. Its an opportunity 
to build some leadership skills.” 

Murphy said “Campus tours just serve as a 
great opportunity for every single person that 
comes on this campus to get something from the 
college whether they plan on coming here or they 
are just here to see the place before they make 
the decision elsewhere I want TJC to have an 
opportunity to leave a good taste in everybody’s 
mouth.” 

With TJC expanding its reach farther each 
semester, the institution is watching with Murphy 
to see how these new ambassadors will affect the 
outside image of TJC. 

Murphy said about the ambassadors, “I guess 
community outreach is a big part of that even 
though we’re not really reaching out into the 
community, the community is reaching into us.” 



AMBASSADORS AT WORK Advisor, Murphy Turner is training one of his incom¬ 
ing workers to get her prepared for the day to day task of giving tours. 
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TRAINING Here Juston Crowe is giving a practice tour to one of his teamates. 
The ambassadors plan on starting off strong this semester. 








































